Survey for Senior Sem Students 2004 – 2005

91 Senior Seminar Surveys were completed
Note:  Not all questions were answered in each survey.  Percentages reflect total responses to each individual question.

91 responses
1.   I use the library (check all that apply)

· For relaxing and visiting with friends                             
                              48
53%
· Only when I have to find something for a class                                               25
27%
· For reading newspapers and magazines                                                        31
34%
· For a place to hang out between classes                                                        29
32%
· For looking for something interesting to read in my leisure time                     18
20%
· For studying during the day and in the evening                                              63
70%
· For checking email and using the computer                                                    52
57%
· For research                                                                                                    55
60%
· Other????___________________________                                                   3
 3%     

91 responses 

2.   In my years at WRA, I have used the library for research:

· Frequently


37
40%
· Sometimes


38
41%
· Rarely



14
14%


· Never



  2
  2%
91 responses
3.   Do you usually find what you need in the library?

· Always



22
24%
· Frequently


53
58%
· Sometimes


14
15%


· Never



 2
  2%
91 responses

4.   If you have problems finding something in the library, do you feel comfortable asking a librarian for help?

· Always



77
84%
· Sometimes


13
14%
· Never



 1

91 responses
5.   Which of the following might be found in the online catalog? (check all that apply)
· Books



75
82%
· Music CDs


54
59%
· Ebscohost


51
56%
· Periodical articles

57
62%
· Videos/DVDs


55
60%


· Websites


51
56%
91 responses

6.   I have used the library for various types of research projects:

· 10 or more times

17
19%
· 5-10 times


25
28%

· 3-5 times


34
38%
· Once or twice


15
16%
· Never



 0
91 responses
7.   Prior to Senior Sem, did you know the library had online research databases available?

· Yes



76
83%


· No



15
16%
82 responses
      7. A.  If yes, prior to Senior Sem, did you use these databases?       □  Yes    61
74%

                                                                                                                   □  No
21
28%












       OVER  (
90 responses
8.   I found useful books pertaining to my Senior Sem topic at the Ong Library:

· Yes



59
65%
· No



32
35%
9.   I found useful information pertaining to my Senior Sem topic in the Ong Library databases.

· Yes



87
95%
· No



 4
 4%
90 responses


9.A.   If yes, please check those databases which you found to be useful for your paper: (check all that apply)
· EbscoHost Research Databases

88
97%
· FirstSearch




14
15%
· Gale Group




10
11%
· JSTOR – Scholarly Journal Archive

71
78%


· Questia




10
11%
· New York Times 



24
26%
· Newsbank




 3
 3%
· Noodlebib




66
73%
90 Responses

10.  I found most of my information for the Sem paper at:

· Kent



46
50%
· WRA



12
13%
· 50/50 combination of both
28
30%
· Other



 5
 5%
90 Responses

11.  Please indicate which of the following is the best description of your Senior Sem paper experience:

· I felt, based on my previous experience and education at WRA, that I was well prepared to tackle the challenging research paper required for Senior Sem and required minimal guidance.    

37
41%
· I felt fairly comfortable approaching the research paper, but needed and received additional guidance.
42
46%
· I felt somewhat overwhelmed approaching this research project and could have used more guidance.
10
11%
· I felt totally overwhelmed approaching this research project and definitely needed more guidance. 
             2
 2%
Additional Comments:

See attached comment sheet
90 responses
12.  I feel confident that I am prepared to navigate well in any type of library setting, i.e. public, university, etc.

· Strongly agree

50
55%
· Agree


41
45%
· Do not agree

 0


90  responses

13.  Which area(s) do you think you needed more help or instruction with in order to prepare your paper? (check all that apply)
· Help choosing a topic



25
27%
· Help writing a thesis statement


14
15%
· Help locating books



13
14%
· Help locating journal and magazine articles
29
32%
· Help evaluating resources on the Internet
21
23%
· Guidance with the writing process

22
24%
· Help with formatting the paper


12
13%
· Help revising the paper



27
30%
· Help preparing a bibliography


11
12%
88 responses

14. Do you feel the Senior Sem research project was a valuable learning experience?

· Yes





71
80%
· No





17
19%
Comments:

70 responses
15.  If you could change one thing about this research project, what would it be?

See attached comment sheet
Additional Comments from Senior Seminar Survey  2004-2005

Question #11.  Please indicate which of the following is the best description of your Senior Sem paper experience:

1. cool project

2. Too much busy work

3. the librarians were all great

4. Librarians were huge help – thank you

5. It was a learning process.  I believe it was a good teaching tool, prepared me for the future

6. Once I had My topic information was limitless

Question #14:  Do you feel the Senior Sem research project was a valuable learning experience:

1. Easy project that people made into a big deal.

2. Ebscohost is the best online database easy to use and plenty of information.

3. Ha Ha

4. I had acquired the necessary skills before (writing US papers and English papers)

5. too strict on the resources – citing

6. hard, but what a feeling of accomplishment.  Perhaps we could shorten the length of the research period

7. but I still hated it  (three)

8. you’ll never have 3 months to write a paper in college

9. too many specifics not enough emphasis  on a variety of the paper itself

10. too many requirements

11. sort of, I do not think all of the note cards are necessary

12. shouldn’t be as big of a deal as teachers would make you believe

13. very helpful

14. too much emphasis on technicality and it takes too long – college papers would take a week

15. I know it will make college a lot easier

Question #15:  If you could change one thing about this research project, what would it be?

1. 9 responses referring to time.

· shorten time/process

· less time, like a college research paper would be

· longer time/ more time to  write rough draft after completion of outline

· more time

2. 11 responses mentioning requirements

· last day minutia

· less requirements/number

· too many details

· little requirements are annoying and do not help the experience

· too many citations/requirements

· less sources

· the four of each source requirement and printing websites, it’s a complete waste.  Also the 250 rule weakens the paper

3. 20 responses mentioning page number/length of paper/word limit

· 250 pages of research were not needed, 200 was sufficient

· “pages of research” criteria are silly

· Length

· 2500 word limit 

· Don’t get hooked on the 250 pages

· No upper word limit/max word amount

· Research page number

· Page credits

4. 7 responses referring to note cards

· no note cards

· the 4x4 requirement

· the requirement of note cards because everyone deals with research in a different way

· Start writing sooner than we did and stop note card requirements once paper is written.  If we need more we’ll write more.

Additional comments included at the end of the survey:

· You don’t have to use 4 sources of websites, journals, books and mags:  you should be able to use 16 sources of whatever.

· Give paper guidelines sooner

· Have smaller breakdown of sources – 2-3 of each, but still require 16

· Treat us like adults by leaving the process of writing to us.  Some people do not use note cards and will never use them.  This creates double work.  More tolerance!

· I would make research help section from the beginning of the year.

· Less hand-holding (note cards, tedium, paper-passing, forcing to use sources that may or may not be valuable.  If new ok to use.

· The deadlines

· I felt that the research project was a sufficient learning experience.  I would not change a thing.

· Do not have it/ not to do it  (4 responses)

· Ask more questions

· That it doesn’t count

· Nothing (3 responses)

· Every Thursday

· Idea

· More research papers in shorter time

· The fact that I had to do it, seeing as how I’m not a senior (by a PG)

· For me I wish I had started earlier.  If there was anyway to have a final due date, but have the paper turned in earlier, and goes back and checks for mistakes.  I ran out of time

