Tips for Creating/Designing a Library Website

from the Librarians at Western Reserve Academy
1. Look at other school’s library websites.  Try to find a school that matches your profile and then explore their website.  

2. My school happens to have a web editor who enters the documents or links onto our library website.  If your school doesn’t have someone dedicated to web editing, try one of these options:

· Work with your school’s computer teacher

· Maybe you could suggest the computer teacher have his/her class consider creating/designing a library website as a class project

· Ask the computer teacher to recommend a reliable student to help you

· Browse the web for tutorials on how to create/design a website

· Enroll in a web design workshop

3. Different items on our website were modeled after other school’s websites.  Be sure to ask the creator of the documents or tutorials for permission to use/modify the items for your website.  Generally our requests were positively received and tended to make the librarian very happy!
4. Title your links clearly so the students understand how to navigate your website.  Remember if you, as a librarian, can’t recall the pathway to a link, your students will be completely lost.

5. Place important links on several web pages throughout your site.  For instance, on every main menu page we have a link to the WRA Catalog.  

6. When students log on to the computers in our library, our library website is the default website.  (Our technology director set this up for us.)

Additional Readings:

Fisher, Julieta Dias. “The ABC’s of Web Page Design.” Library Talk 14.5 (Nov.‑Dec. 2001): 28. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. WRA Lib., Hudson, OH. 4 Mar. 2005 <http://search.epnet.com/>. 
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