Creating a “Buying Plan” for Book Expenditures
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Create a "buying plan" and check the following for guidelines:

1. Information Power (national)  

2. School Library Journal--April or May--average price of a book (national in this case is good)

3. If you have recently done an inventory and can print a report detailing the AGE of the collection. You can then decide to weed books from the 50s and 60s in science and see if that gives you a good amount. eg. 500 science books x $25 = $12,500  for science books. You won't get this amount and will have a higher number of old books (probably in the thousands) but it is evidence to use in a RATIONALE statement. Depending on your needs and school, you could say one encyclopedia @ $____ and fill in the current cost.  Literary critiques to support the English 9-12 research papers.

4. Create a three year buying plan. In year one, I will purchase books for the new course in Marketing.  $300 for marketing books. Often you can get money for a course during its first year. Sometimes from the curriculum head.

5. Books to help with testing--sat, ogt, act, oat can be added to your buying plan.

6. As LM_NET suggests pull a SHELF OF SHAME to take with you. Books that are racist, falling apart, health books that suggest tourniquets, books on genetic engineering that are quickly out of date. Take one or two with you. If your administrator was a coach, by all means look for a book from the 60s on how to play basketball, they are hilariously out of date and make your point for you. Racist books include Native Americans, Japanese...--the text in some of these books is truly amazing in his attitudes.

The  Buying Plan should be done with bullets and needn't take a lot of research. It takes soul-searching as to the most immediate needs in your curriculum and for your teachers.  Figures below are guesses.  Make sure that the emphasis is on helping teachers and students. Let's face it you aren't buying books for yourself!

Year one, 2006-2007--replace 15 outdated science books         15 books
@ $25 = 375

                                            buy a World book encyclopedia 

@ $ 800 (guess)

                                            purchase five overheads for teachers

@ $250 (guess)

Year two--purchase books for new speech course 

                    replace 20 outdated books on ethnic groups.

Best of luck!

