PR Quick Tip #29  – Library $$$
The season of giving is upon us and that is what this month’s tip is all about.  We have a tip that will help you find books that your teachers will use AND at the same time make your teachers feel like they are receiving a gift from the library.  It’s Library $$$.

Shelia Benedum of Bay Village School District came up with the idea to give her faculty members BAY BUCKS.  She took play money and inserted her photo on the bill.  Then she photocopied the “money” on to a half sheet of paper; making sure to leave room at the bottom of the sheet for teachers to write in their suggestions.  She distributed these at her first faculty meeting (what a way to make sure the teachers recognize the new face in the library).  She told the faculty this, “Your help is needed to supplement our library collection.  You can use this certificate to request print or AV materials.  If you wish, two or more of you can put your money together to buy a more expensive item.  Everything will be cataloged and available in the library for your use.  I have several catalogs in my office and will be happy to work together with you to suggest titles.”  

Shelia’s idea inspired the WRA library staff into creating ONG GREENBACKS.   We came up with our name because our library is named after John D. Ong, a former president of the WRA Board of Trustees.  We have attached a copy of the “money” we used along with a letter explaining the program to our faculty.  

If you prefer the easy route, Jane Spencer (WRA) created a generic form of “money” called LIBRARY LOOT.  She used a pirate theme by inserting a picture of a pirate (see attachment – all you have to do is print these out).  

A librarian at Hathaway Brown created “grants” for her faculty members.  She presents them with a document that says, “Congratulations!  You’ve been awarded a Geisel Library Grant.  Presented to [insert name] in the amount of [insert amount] for the purchase of library materials of your choice.”

Keep in mind, you don’t have to give one of these to every faculty member.  The PR Committee realizes that you don’t have unlimited budgets.  You could offer these to one department and rotate the selected department each year (i.e. English ’07, Science ’08, etc.).  Or you could select a few “star collaborators”, teachers who have worked with you to make your library program great.  What a nice reward.  Consider putting in a gift plate that says, “This book was recommended by: [insert name]”

Hope this puts you into the giving mood!  

Thank you, 

The PR Committee:  Holly Bunt (co-chair), Priscilla Dann (co-chair), Shirley Burks, Cyndie Crewdson, Barb Gage, Sister Paula Greggila, Janice Kurtz, Betsey Lee, Sarah Lynix, Karen McKeon, Jacque Miller, Cherie Pandora,  Jane Puleo, Lynn Saddleton, Laurie Scriven, Allison Snyder & Mary Somrak 

