Survey for Senior Seminar Students 2004 - 2005

Think about your years at Reserve and your experiences writing research papers.  We would like your feedback regarding the Ong Library and the Senior Seminar writing experience.  Your answers are important to us.  Please take the time to thoughtfully answer this short survey.  Thanks!

Grade level you began attending Reserve (circle)


Freshman    Sophomore    Junior    Senior     PG

Senior Seminar teacher______________

Please check the appropriate answer for each question.

1.   I use the library (check all that apply)

· For relaxing and visiting with friends

· Only when I have to find something for a class

· For reading newspapers and magazines

· For a place to hang out between classes

· For looking for something interesting to read in my leisure time

· For studying during the day and in the evening

· For checking email and using the computer

· For research

· Other????___________________________

2.   In my years at WRA, I have used the library for research:

· Frequently

· Sometimes

· Rarely

· Never

3.   Do you usually find what you need in the library?

· Always

· Frequently

· Sometimes

· Never

4.   If you have problems finding something in the library, do you feel comfortable asking a librarian for help?

· Always

· Sometimes

· Never

5.   Which of the following might be found in the online catalog? (check all that apply)
· Books

· Music CDs

· Ebscohost

· Periodical articles

· Videos/DVDs
· Websites

6.   I have used the library for various types of research projects:

· 10 or more times

· 5-10 times

· 3-5 times

· Once or twice

· Never

7.   Prior to Senior Sem, did you know the library had online research databases available?

· Yes

· No


      7. A.  If yes, prior to Senior Sem, did you use these databases?       □  Yes        □  No










       OVER  (
8.   I found useful books pertaining to my Senior Sem topic at the Ong Library:

· Yes

· No

9.   I found useful information pertaining to my Senior Sem topic in the Ong Library databases.

· Yes

· No

9.A.   If yes, please check those databases which you found to be useful for your paper: (check all that apply)
· EbscoHost Research Databases

· FirstSearch

· Gale Group

· JSTOR – Scholarly Journal Archive

· Questia

· New York Times 

· Newsbank

· Noodlebib

10.  I found most of my information for the Sem paper at:
· Kent

· WRA

· 50/50 combination of both

· Other: ________________________________

11.  Please indicate which of the following is the best description of your Senior Sem paper experience:

· I felt, based on my previous experience and education at WRA, that I was well prepared to tackle the challenging research paper required for Senior Sem and required minimal guidance.
· I felt fairly comfortable approaching the research paper, but needed and received additional guidance.

· I felt somewhat overwhelmed approaching this research project and could have used more guidance.

· I felt totally overwhelmed approaching this research project and definitely needed more guidance. 

Additional Comments:

12.  I feel confident that I am prepared to navigate well in any type of library setting, i.e. public, university, etc.

· Strongly agree

· Agree

· Do not agree

13.  Which area(s) do you think you needed more help or instruction with in order to prepare your paper? (check all that apply)
· Help choosing a topic

· Help writing a thesis statement

· Help locating books

· Help locating journal and magazine articles

· Help evaluating resources on the Internet

· Guidance with the writing process

· Help with formatting the paper

· Help revising the paper

· Help preparing a bibliography

14. Do you feel the Senior Sem research project was a valuable learning experience?

· Yes

· No

Comments:

15.  If you could change one thing about this research project, what would it be?

