Claire Jones, Lower School Librarian
Gilmour Academy
At my previous school, I had a literature blog. I used Blogger and encouraged the girls to post reviews of books they had read. Here’s what I did: I made one initial post for each grade level I taught (5th, 6th, 7th and 8th) since I was the creator of the blog. In that post, I explained what the purpose of the blog was and how to use it. From then on, the students would post a comment to my original post. Their “comments” were their book reviews. They were instructed to use only their first name and last initial or they could post anonymously. I did a lesson with the students on how to write a review. I reminded them to make sure the title and author’s name are spelled correctly and to never give away the ending. I chose not to moderate the comments, but I had the capability to delete them if I wanted. Blogs are not the best format for this type of activity, but if you’re just starting out with Web 2.0 stuff, it’s great. In the future I would like to try a web-based course management program, like Moodle, for the same type of activity.

