Ong Library’s ~ Information Literacy Skills ~ Benchmarks 9th – 12th Grades
Information Literacy Skills (ILS) Categories

· Library – General Use

· Starting the Research Process

· Accessing & Locating  Library Resources

· Online Catalogs
· WRA Online Databases

· Internet

· Evaluation Criteria for Books, Periodicals & Websites
· Citing Sources & Responsible Use
· Utilization of Research Information

	Information Literacy Skills (ILS)
	 √ = Introduction of ILS
  R = Reinforcement of ILS

	Library – General Use
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	General orientation of the facility and library webpage. 
	√
	-
	-
	-
	New Stu. Orient.

	Recognizes how materials are arranged and located within the library.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Comprehends the purpose of the Dewey Decimal Classification system and is able to retrieve materials.  
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Understands the difference between a Fiction and Non-Fiction book.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Understands the significance and components of a call number.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Accesses the library in person and remotely (ODE).1
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Utilizes a Public Library for informational needs.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Utilizes an Academic Library for informational needs.
	
	
	
	√
	

	Starting the Research Process
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Analyzes a research assignment for general requirements, writing objectives and research requirements.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Identifies the purpose of the information search (WLMA).2
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Selects a topic appropriate to the assignment in terms of time and number of available resources.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Uses a recognized or personally developed research model to conduct independent research (ODE).
	
	
	
	√
	

	Uses print and online resources for background reading information. 
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Constructs a thesis statement after gathering background information.
	
	
	
	√
	

	Develops a search strategy.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Understands the difference between a keyword search and a subject heading search.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Selects appropriate keywords when searching print and online resources.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Selects appropriate subject headings when searching print and online resources.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Analyzes keywords: defines unfamiliar terms and lists synonyms.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Modifies keywords entered in the original search strategy to narrow or broaden a search (ODE).
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Revises (i.e.narrow, focus, define, broaden) topic statement as needed (WLMA). 
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Selects a wide range of resources for research purposes.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Accessing & Locating  Library Resources
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Selects the most appropriate types of materials for completing an assignment.  
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Understands and utilizes the various features of print materials to locate information including:  bibliography, glossary, index, table of contents and appendix.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Understands the difference between a summary and a critical review of a piece of literature and is able to locate both types of writings. 
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Understands difference between primary and secondary resources and is able to locate both types of sources. 
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	· Online Catalogs
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Locates resources in the library catalog using a title and author search in the library catalog.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Locates resources in the library catalog using a keyword search in the library catalog.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Locates resources in the library catalog using a subject heading search in the library catalog.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Locates resources in an ACADEMIC library catalog using author, title, keyword and subject heading searches. 
	
	
	
	√
	

	Comprehends the purpose of the Library of Congress Classification system and is able to retrieve materials.  
	
	
	
	√
	

	Identifies the components of the online catalog record: call number, title, author, status & subject heading(s).
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses Boolean operators when conducting a keyword search.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses advance search techniques: wild card, truncation, etc.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	· WRA Online Databases
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Uses Opposing Viewpoints (online) to help select and formulate a topic/thesis statement.
	
	
	
	√
	

	Uses Encyclopedia Britannica as a source for gathering background information on a research topic.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses Oxford Reference Online as a source for gathering background information on a research topic.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses Oxford English Dictionary (OED) to define unfamiliar research terms or keywords.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Locates an article in EBSCOhost with the parameter of librarian-approved periodical titles.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Locates an article in EBSCOhost with the parameter of librarian-approved publication dates. 
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Locates articles in EBSCOhost using keyword searches. 
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Locates articles in EBSCOhost using subject heading searches. 
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Uses advance searching techniques in EBSCOhost. 
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Locates articles in Proquest: Historical Newspapers using keyword searches. 
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Locates primary sources in Proquest:  Historical Newspapers. 
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Locates articles in JSTOR using keyword and discipline searches.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Locates information in other WRA Online Databases as needed.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	· Internet 
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Understands the definition of the following Internet terms:  URL, Domain, & Host.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Understands the definition of the following Internet terms:  Browser, Search Engine, World Wide Web, Bookmark, etc.
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Understands the difference between public, private and gated websites.
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Uses various Internet search tools: Search Engines, Meta Search Engines, Subject Directories & the Invisible Web.
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Uses advance searching techniques with an Internet search tool.
	
	
	
	√
	

	Compares and charts search results from multiple websites to check for consistency of information (ODE).
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Evaluation Criteria for Books, Periodicals & Websites 
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Recognizes the following evaluation terms:  Aim/Purpose, Authority, Bibliography/Documentation, and Content & Currency.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Understands there is a difference between a scholarly journal and a popular magazine.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Identifies characteristics of a scholarly journal and a popular magazine. 
	
	
	
	√
	

	Understands the need to evaluate websites more closely than other resources.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Determines the Aim/Purpose of a resource.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Determines the author’s Authority of a resource.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Determines if the resource has a Bibliography.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Determines if the Content of the resource meets the following criteria: accurate/relevant information, objective information & suitable coverage of the topic. 
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Determines the Currency of a resource (is the copyright date current enough for your topic).
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Evaluates all resources for Aim/Purpose, Authority, Bibliography, and Content & Currency. 
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Citing Sources & Responsible Use
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Identifies and locates the necessary elements of a bibliographic citation.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses citation information in a bibliography to locate additional resources for a research topic. 
	
	
	
	√
	

	Credits sources for all quotation, major ideas, facts and data.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses In-Text citations (MLA style format) to credit sources for all quotations, major ideas, facts and data.
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Understands plagiarism and its ramifications (ODE).
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Understands intellectual property, copyright and fair use (ODE).
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Creates a bibliography (MLA style format) to credit all sources.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Uses Noodlebib (WRA online database) to create a bibliography (MLA style format) to credit all sources.
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Utilization of Research Information
	9th
	10th 
	11th 
	12th 
	Subject Area

	Identifies relevant facts, checks for validity and records appropriate information keeping track of all sources (ODE).
	
	
	√
	R
	

	Uses notetaking strategies including summarizing and paraphrasing (WLMA).
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Organizes and analyzes information through notetaking and finds connections that lead to a final product (ODE). 
	√
	R
	R
	R
	

	Selects the most effective presentation form based on audience and purpose (WLMA).
	
	√
	R
	R
	

	Self assesses the final product and identifies ILS strengths/ weaknesses and sets goals for improvement (WLMA).
	
	
	
	√
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