Senior Seminar #1

Starting Your Research

Date:  Sept. 26-29, 2005
Skills Category:  Suggestions on how to begin the research process 

Grade Level:  9th - 12th 

Objectives:  
1.   Students will learn to consult reference books & current periodicals to help them 

                              select a research topic

2. Students will understand that the reference area in the library is a great place to 

      begin their background reading and a quick place for an overview of their topic.

Materials Needed:  
1)  Handouts:  
· Cover of Newsweek/ abstracts of articles

· Worksheet for Newsweek

· Guide Questions to Help You Select a Topic / Topic Already Selected
· Research Process Step by Step
 2)  Print sources: General Encyclopedias & Subject Specific Encyclopedias

     10,000 Ideas for term papers… (REF 371.302 Lam)

     Opposing Viewpoints Series / Contemporary World Issues (sampling) 

     Current Periodicals (sampling)



3)  Resources Online:
Opposing Viewpoints Database







Selecting Your Topic (tutorial)







Focusing Your Topic (tutorial)

SIGN-IN BOOK

Instructor:  Show the students the sign-in book.  Explain that they should only sign the sheet that has their Sen Sem teacher’s name.  Remind them if they do not attend they will receive a class cut.  For students who are late, they will receive a demerit.
Student Involvement:  Have the students sign-in for this session.
NOODLEBIB

Instructor:  Find out which students have used the database Noodlebib (creates citation lists).
INTRODUCTION

Instructor:   

Like most students who are beginning research you may not know where to start.  The WRA Library Staff recommends the following resources and suggestions to help you select your topic and to begin your background reading. 

#1 rule – Choose a topic that is of interest to YOU
RESOURCES TO USE WHEN TRYING TO SELECT A TOPIC
Print sources:
10,000 Ideas for term papers – this source is great for anyone who does not have a research topic yet.  The book is divided by subject categories with a listing of potential research topics (ranging from hard to easy).  The topics are vague because the book’s author wants the user to make the topic specific to his/her interests. 

Location:  Circulation Desk

General Encyclopedias –these are never to be used in your Reference list but rather as a source you consult to get an overview on your topic.  Keep in mind that you will read several sources on your topic that will never make it on your Reference List…this is called background reading. (Examples: World Book and Britannica)  

Location:  Reference Area

Specialty Encyclopedias – enc. that focus on a particular area or discipline (Examples: McGraw –Hill Encyclopedia of Science, Encyclopedia of Music, Encyclopedia of Art) Location: Reference Area  

Opposing Viewpoints Series / Contemporary World Issues Series – These series presents the pro and con of an issue.  This is a great source to help develop your thesis question.  Location: Non-fiction Bookshelves
Current Periodicals – An article can spark ideas that may develop into interesting research topics.  Location: Periodical Shelves near elevator
Instructor:  

Handout the cover of Newsweek & the Worksheet for Newsweek.
Student Involvement:  

Have the students examine the Newsweek cover & the abstract of the cover story (Women of the Bible:  How Their Stories Speak to Us Today) in the December 8, 2003 issue.  Ask students to write down possible research topics after reviewing the cover and abstracts.  Tell students to write them as an “argumentative” question. 

For example:  
If you had an article dealing with the treatment of animals, you shouldn’t just write down Animal Rights.
Instead try formulating an argumentative question….Should animal testing be allowed if it saves human lives? 
Possible Argumentative Questions for Newsweek 12/8/03:
1.  Did male leaders cover up the true roles of women in the early church?

2.  Was Mary Magdalene a prostitute?

3.  Should women be allowed to become a priest in the Catholic faith?

Instructor:  
Newsweek is a source to use for background information.  You should use this magazine to develop your topic statement; find keywords to use for future searches in the catalog and research databases, and locate names of experts on this topic (use the library’s databases to see if these people wrote books or articles on this topic).

Instructor:  
Show students how to access the online database Opposing Viewpoints

1. Go to www.wrainfo.net
2. Select LIBRARY
3. Select Catalogs & Research Sources
4. Select Research Databases
5.   Go to the following heading, Controversial Issues -- Opposing Viewpoints 
Hands-on Portion

Instructor:  
Tell students to send the rest of class time looking at current periodicals, Opposing Viewpoint database & reference books.  Have them start the worksheet - Guide Questions to Help You Select a Topic.  However, if a student says s/he already knows her/his topic, present the student with the Topic Already Selected worksheet.
