Denise Fleming and Illustrating with Fiber

JodiLyn Solomon

This class, which visits the library in two sections, has twenty students.  The children are currently four and five years old and will be in kindergarten next year.  The school is a public school in an upper-middle class suburban area (with a wide range of cultures and heritages), and it houses the preschool, pre-kindergarten and kindergarten classes for the whole district.  They visit the library once per week.

The curriculum into which this lesson fits revolves around authors.  This particular unit within the curriculum focuses on Denise Fleming, author and illustrator.  They have been reading Ms. Fleming’s books for several weeks and discussing the fact that she illustrates with pulp painting.  According to the teacher of this unit, the children enjoy reading the book and then coloring before checking out books (books may not be checked out this week).  This will be the final lesson in the Denise Fleming unit, and indeed the last lesson in this curriculum.

Objectives:  (These are not aligned with the content standards for pre-k library curriculum as they have not yet been published.  They do continue the curriculum of authors/illustrators that has been established at this institution.)
· Students will be able to describe at least one element of pulp painting technique.

· Students will be able to create a picture using a new or less-usual medium. 

· Students will be able to voice an opinion of why they like or don’t like stories to be illustrated.

· Students will be able tell their favorite character or plot point from the story.

Materials:

Text to read

Items to share for pulp painting
· Blender

· Construction paper

· Torn construction paper

· Slurry of construction paper

· Embroidery circle

· Fiberglass screening (like for windows)

· Tub 
· Towel

Items for illustration project

· Construction paper
· Powder paint

· Cotton balls

· Egg cartons cut into three piece sections to hold paint

· Table covering

· Photocopies of cat from Denise Fleming’s website

· Marker for writing names
· Spoons for distributing paint

· Table coverings
Procedure:


Before the lesson:

· Prepare the slurry
· Tear up some construction paper

· Cut up egg cartons
· Prepare the screen and embroidery frame

· Collect materials
· Set out materials
During the lesson

1. Introduce myself (this time extensive, as I have never met the children officially).  Ask the children what their names are and one thing they would like to tell me about themselves.

2. Ask them what they remember about Denise Fleming.  Try to get pulp painting response or something about illustration.
3. Show elements of pulp painting.  We can’t actually try it because this is not an art room or a place we can get messy.  Explain with the props.  Children are welcome to touch the slurry if they wish.  Originally, it had been my plan to work with the art teacher and make a pulp painting, but this was not an option at the time.
4. Read the book, share favorite parts
5. Re-introduce idea of illustration.  Do they like stories with or without pictures better and why?

6. There are lots of ways to create illustration.  Crayons and paper are one that they know how to do, and we have looked at pulp painting.  We are going to try another way using cotton, just like Denise Fleming uses.  Explain the painting project:  

a. sit at a table in front of a paper  

b. choose cotton balls , dip in paint and smush onto paper
c. make sure name is on paper
7. Ask them to go sit at a table (if you are wearing pink or red choose a chair, etc.)

8. If there is time, they may have a copy of the napping cat to color with the paint or crayons, or they may take it home.
9. Dismiss to line (as per school culture), take paint drawings after blowing them off onto the table.

Evaluation:

· Students will be able to describe at least one element of pulp painting technique.

Informally give each person a chance to predict or review the elements of pulp painting surrounding the “demo.”

· Students will be able to create a picture using a new or less-usual medium. 

Each student will go back to class with a created piece.

· Students will be able to voice an opinion of why they like or don’t like stories to be illustrated.

Discussion after story before the project.

· Students will be able tell their favorite character or plot point from the story.

Sharing after story.
Doing an actual demonstration of creating a pulp painting, or better yet, collaborating with the art curriculum to create pulp painting would be even better.  This could also be integrated into a social studies curriculum of community regarding recycling by creating the pulp painting (or creating recycled paper) from recyclable paper at the school.  This particular lesson is an isolated half hour “one-shot.”
Post lesson notes:

Each group was different.  The first group seemed to be able to focus for a longer time.  We spent more time talking about the pulp painting process, more time on many of the pages looking for creatures, and more time talking about illustration.  They seemed more able to stay on task (less refocusing needed)  I feel the pacing was good, each piece held their interest.
The second group was not interested as much in theory.  They liked touching the slurry and they liked doing the project.  They were not as able to produce information about what they had been doing, or information about Denise Fleming.  I altered the pace and focus as we went along and I got a feel for the group.  These folks were more interested in the hands-on.  

Both groups got something out of the lessons.  Both groups met all of the objectives.
