Lesson:  Holiday Literature—Martin Luther King, Jr. day

Grade: K,1,2
Library Media Skills Objectives:
 

Information Literacy: Benchmark D (K-2): Read and Listen to Stories for Schoolwork & Personal Enjoyment

Resources:  

Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King, by Jean Marzollo

Martin’s Big Words, by Doreen Rappaport

Time: 25-30 minutes, depending on how you modify or extend the lesson
Activity:  Read and discuss Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King, by Jean Marzollo.  Read and discuss Martin’s Big Words, by Doreen Rappaport.

Procedures:
  Read the two stories.  

  Ask students to reflect on freedom.  The story illustrated some of the inequities that existed in America for many people long ago.  Are there inequities still today?

  What causes people to be unkind, unfeeling and unfair to each other?  What does the author mean by "big" words?  (Were they very heavy?  Act holding a big word.  Were they extremely long?  Act holding a very long word?)  Do you think his words are alive today in our everyday lives?

  Are we ever unkind?  What makes people change?  (Answer:  feeling, sitting in another’s shoes, etc.)

  Write “I have a dream of freedom for…” on the chalkboard.  Ask:  WHAT THINGS COULD THEY WISH FOR THAT WOULD MAKE OUR WORLD OUR BETTER PLACE FOR EVERYONE (NOT JUST THEMSELVES.)  [No illness, enough money for everyone, no people doing things to hurt others, honesty, kindness, fairness, etc.]  Ask children for their answers.  Write their responses on the board of if there is time, have them illustrate their ideas. [Prompts:  poor, sick, ethnicities, gender, uneducated, etc.]  Have them illustrate their answers, if there is time.

 Extension:   Show Weston Woods' version of Martin's Big Words.

