September 3, 2010

Dear Parents,

This year many [INSERT BUILDING] students will be asked to start using a new book review program.  Some of the English teachers will be having students create book reviews as part of assignments and projects.  Students will also be able to write book reviews for fun.  In order to post reviews to be graded, your student will need to create an account.  Students will be creating their accounts with me in their English classes, so you do not need to go online or do any of this at home.

In order to do so, students will need to have their vital pieces of information:

1. Password:  Students will need to choose their own easy-to-remember password.

2. Screen Name:  The students will need to choose a school-appropriate screen name.  Please talk with your child about picking one out and the importance of protecting anonymity.  This is the only information viewable by other users.  Some examples of nicknames created last year by students are: dancer99, adventureman, hellokitti, pugloverhappygirl, Memorial345, swimmergrl1, coolkat200, Rider18, etc.  Please help your teen to come up with three possible screen names, since their first or even second choice may already be taken.

3. Email Address:  Students will need to use an email address to create their account.  This can be one that they already have, or if your teen does not have their own email address, they can use a parent’s.  Email addresses are collected for two reasons only: 

· For the student to be able to receive reset password should s/he forget or lose the password.

· For library to contact the patron if necessary.  Since I’ll be helping students in person, I can give them feedback or contact them through their English teacher, which means you or your child will not receive any emails from me.

The company providing the book review service will never release patron e-mail address to a 3rd party.  If you wish to read the full privacy policy, it’s available at: http://chilifresh.com/html/privacy.php 
If you want to take a look at what the reviews look like go to the Memorial Media Center’s book catalog: http://sirsi1.lnoca.org/opac/MRD/MEMEM/ - then enter CAT or CAT Jr.  Search for a book, and if there’s a review written, there will be a link to it on the right-hand side of your screen.

Please talk this letter over with your teen, help them to figure out what email account and screen name to use, and sign the section below.  If you have ANY concerns, please email me at [INSERT EMAIL].


Sincerely, 


[INSERT NAME, TITLE]
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name (please print): ___________________________

Parent Signature: ________________________

Email address to use to create account: __________________________________________________________________

Screen name ideas: ____________________
     _______________________

_______________________

Password:      ____________________
     (INSERT NAME will keep this information secure in the Media Center, so students can ask for it if they forget their password.  It WILL NOT be shared with anyone, not even their English teacher).
