Chilifresh Lesson Notes for Media Specialists

General Notes and Tips

1. Keep a print record of the student’s name, email, screen name, and password.  LOTS of kids forgot what they created.  I put these on note cards last year, but this year I’m using the parent letter to gather the information.

2. Using the Chilifresh moderator panel is extremely easy.  You can edit a student’s review before posting.  

3. Also, if you’re logged in and then open a new internet tab to your catalog, you can look at reviews and “suppress” those that you do not want to display in your catalog.  You’d have to do this book by book, or… 

4. In your Review tab on your Chilifresh moderator page, you can go to your settings and make a lot of customizations about moderating reviews, about what kind of reviews you want to display, or about what geographic region’s reviews that you want your users to view.

5. This year I’m asking PTA for nine $10 gift certificates to Borders.  I’m hoping to enter students into a monthly drawing.  For every review they write (that is written well and approved), they will get their name put into the drawing.  Since a lot of classes will write at least one review, it means a lot of kids will get entered.  Hopefully, this will encourage them to write more outside of class assignments.  

Lesson Procedures - Day 1

1. First explain what Chilifresh is and how they get to it via the catalog.

2. We talked about what makes a good book review.  Then on the projector (students could watch or follow along on their own computer in the lab), we looked at some bad examples of reviews.  I read them out loud while they followed along.  I’d ask them if they thought it was a good review or not and why.  

3. After at least 4-5 bad ones, we read some examples of good ones.  If the students agreed that those were good examples, I asked them to explain why.

4. Then I passed out the rubric (printed double-sided). I went over the fiction side only with them. (I told them for their first review if they wanted they could write about a non-fiction book and if they chose to do so, they should follow the rubric and tips from the back of the sheet.)  90% of the students chose to write a fiction review.

5. Then we used the rest of the period to create their accounts.  Some of them needed help and trouble-shooting.  

6. After they create their accounts, I went around to each student to check what screen name they chose and marked that on the bottom of the parent signature letter that I’m collecting from each student.

7. If a student creates an account but has no parent signature letter, they will get no grade for the assignment until the letter is turned in.

8. For homework, I asked students think about what book they will choose to write about, so they’re ready for tomorrow’s lesson.  

Lesson Procedures - Day 2
1. Have the students write their reviews in Microsoft Word, print, and save to a flash drive or to the computer.  Make sure they put their real name and screen name on the page before collecting!  For students who couldn’t think of a book to review or who tried to refuse to do the review, I gave them a quick read, (picture book), and they had to read it on the spot and write a review.

2. If time you can have students peer grade the reviews using a rubric.

3. Using the rubric, I took the reviews and graded them over the next few days.  The teachers were grateful, because they eventually got an assignment that was already graded for them.  The rubric is out of 15 (if you don’t count the points for posting correctly and on time).  If they scored 11 or higher their review was ready to be posted. 

Lesson Procedures - Continuing the Process – Next Few Days
For students scoring under 11, I had them come in during their lunch study halls until they fixed enough that their draft would score at least an 11.  I did allow them to gain back the points (up to 11 but not beyond).  I printed their new draft of the Microsoft Word version of their review, stapled it to the first draft, and revised the grade on the rubric in a different pen color to show the revisions.

After everyone had a Microsoft Word draft scoring an 11 to 15, then the class came back in for 5 minutes.  They logged into the catalog/Chilifresh and pasted in their review.  

After the class left, I went into my moderator panel, looked for their reviews, and then graded them on the last three points on the rubric.  Then I totaled it and gave it to the teacher.
