Lesson Plan Title:   Blind Travel (4-5 classes)

Grade Level:  K – 1st  &  3rd – 5th  

Handouts:
Paper Passport



K-1st Grades – Fill-in Information Sheet



3rd – 5th Grades – Fill-in Information Sheet



Created by:  Priscilla Dann / Gross Schechter Day School
Concept / Topic to Teach:   Reference books skills

General Goal(s): Get students comfortable with several types of reference materials

Specific Objectives:
Learn how to use an atlas, encyclopedias, and country/state reference books.

  

Required Materials:
2 atlases (one easy & one more difficult)

World map for bulletin board

Color pencils

Anticipatory Set (Lead-In):
Read passage from Dr. Doolittle on Blind Travel.  Set up world map on a bulletin board.  Explain to them a little of what they will be doing in the next 4 or 5 classes.

Step-By-Step Procedures: 

Class One
1.      Call two students up at a time.  Have both close eyes.  One student opens the atlas; the other student chooses a random place with eyes closed.  

2.      Write down the places picked.

Class Two
1.      Put students into groups and assign each group a place.

2.      Hand out Paper Passport and Information Sheets to each student.

3.      Have students get the encyclopedia volume that has their country in it.

4.      Have students write the name of their country and what part of the world it’s in on the sheet.

5.      As students are finding this information, walk around and “stamp” their passports with their first stamp to indicate their first stop in the reference trip.  (I went to a crafts store and found a 4-stamp set of travel stampers.)

Class Three
1.      Have students (from the 3rd – 5th grades) continue to use the encyclopedia to find answers to two other questions:  What other places are near it? And what continent is it on?

2.      Have the kindergarteners and first graders draw their country on the sheet.  

Class Four
1.      Have the older grades (3rd – 5th) look in another reference source to find out 4-6 interesting facts about their place.  Have them write them at the bottom of their sheet.  As they’re doing this, stamp each passport with a second stamp to indicate their second stop on their trip.

2.      Have the younger students (K – 1st) draw a picture of the flag of their country or state.

Class Five
1.      Have each group present their country to the rest of the class.  When they finish, have them come over to the bulletin board with the world map on it.  Help them find their place in the atlas and have them put a colored push pin on the world map bulletin board to indicate where their place is.  After all reports have been presented, add as many of the finished reports as you can around the world map on the bulletin board.
